
Dear students, parents, teachers and all members of the Waterford Kamhlaba family 
  
COVID-19: Update 09 (20 March 2020) 
 
The latest from the school: 
 
1. There are still no cases or suspected cases of the virus within our community. To my 

knowledge there is still only one known case in Eswatini. We are not certain, however, that we 
are getting accurate information in this regard. 

 
2. We will send the last newsletter for the term out on Monday, rather than today. 
 
3. I can now confirm that almost all of our students have managed to get home for the holidays 

which is great. We are still not certain all have got back without any delays. We know of one 
student that has been quarantined arriving in their home country. 

 
4. At this time of uncertainly I think it is reassuring for families to all be together. We usually 

have about twenty students who stay through the holidays, so I think it great that our 
numbers staying will be under ten. 

 
5. I would like to also thank those families that have put their hands up to help with this. 

 
6. The staff have been meeting, plotting, planning, training and preparing for on-line teaching at 

the start of next term and many of them have already been in touch with their students and 
tutees. Please remember that we have not decided yet to continue term 2 on-line, so you 
need not expect teachers to be in touch yet. 

 
7. For IB2 students: 

7.1. We are conscious that you are expected to continue with the usual holiday work, so 
although our online lessons will not start until the start of term 2, you do have some 
work to do in meeting your deadlines. 

7.2. There is a lot of comment and speculation about the IB assessments and examinations. 
So far all such commentary is confined to the May examination session, WHICH WE DO 
NOT WRITE. Our exams (apart from the language self-taught exams) are in the 
November 2020 session. There has been no commentary or discussion at this stage 
about our exams. We are proceeding as if we will have a FULL EXAMINATION SESSION 
IN NOVEMBER. Ms. Cummergen has been in communication with those affected by the 
may self-taught examinations. 

 
8. There has been a very positive and upbeat vibe amongst all of us back here at the school. I 

have met with the staff from the various sections to reaffirm that the school remains open 
and functional, the way it would during any holiday period. Yes, there are some necessary 
adjustments around hygiene and the way we work, but we have done the required training 
and will continue to do so. We want the school to continue functioning as normally as possible 
getting ready for the start of term 2. 

 
9. Could I appeal to all our students and families to continue approaching this in a positive and 

optimistic manner. I have had many very positive and constructive emails which helps in 
raising the mood for all. It is especially important that parents convey a positive attitude to 
help their children manage a situation of manifest uncertainty. Once again I am sorry if I have 
been unable to reply but thank-you all the same. I reprint for you one such example: 



 
“Good Morning  
 
I just wanted to say a big thank you to the school, all the teachers, everyone involved.  
 
For handling this whole matter with the calmness that has come across in the regular 
newsletters and info emails. I am sure it has been quite chaotic behind the scenes, trying to get 
students safely home.  
 
For pulling the school holidays forward and starting the ball rolling with regards to the 
students learning at home. Initially anyway.  
 
I just wanted to say thank you. Our girls are quite calm. They were given some work to 
continue with. And Mrs van Rensburg has been in touch re the online classroom. But the fact 
that they are on holiday and not stressing about starting online schooling is good. So I just 
wanted to say thank you to all of you. I am sure it has not been an easy week. 
 
But I hope that once the students are all safely sorted, that the teachers, and other staff will 
also take some time off.  To recharge and refresh.  
 
Stay safe and healthy. 
 
Kind regards 
Xxx” 

 
10. The new school terms will be published with the newsletter on Monday and posted on the 

website. The term 2 calendar of events will only go out at the start of the new term. Please 
note a small change: term 2 will start for staff on 20 April and for students on 21 April. We 
have made no other changes so that families can retain any plans they may already have 
made for the rest of the year. 

 
11. Please remember some of my previous messages: 

11.1. Our first priority is to keep all safe. 
11.2. Our second priority is to keep teaching and learning. 
11.3. We will continually liaise with the IBO and Cambridge concerning the IBDP and IGCSE 

respectively. 
11.4. Term 2 will start on 21 April 2020. 

 
Thanks to all for your cooperation and help. 
 
Kind regards 
Stephen Lowry 
Principal 
 


